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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE | 25X1
OF THE UNITED STATES, WITHIN THE MEANING OF TITLE 18, SECTIONS 793 INFORMATION

AND 794, OF THE U. S. CODE, AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OR REVEL-

ATION OF 1TS CONTENTS TO OR RECEIPT BY AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON THIS IS UNEVALUATED

1S PRONIBITED BY LAW  THE REPRODUCTION OF THIS FORM IS PROHIBITED.

1. A critical supply situation exists in the field of essential oils
(Aetherische Oele) In Rast Germany. As of 15 March 1955, 120 tons 25X1
of peppermint oil were required for current production of memthol.

This peppermint oil was scheduled to be imported from Communist
China, but the latter had stopped shipments of peppermint oil to
~_ East Germany because fdoods had destroyed the most recent harvest. \
Approximately 1,000,000 rubles had been allocated for this purchase,
but it mew wesngoing to be necessary to obtain Western currency in
order to impprt the required amount from Western countries.

2. Pepgprmint oll is used in pharmaceuticals, in menthol products, in
toothpaste and in the food industry. The situation is critical be-
cause it affects the planned exports for 1955, since menthol is a
regularly exported product. The original import pban for essential
oils provided for imports in the value of 10,900,000 rubles, of which
5,280,000 rubles were for purchases from East Bloc countries and
5,706,000 rubles were for purchases from Western countries.
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